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Mythology in Classical Literature Beta 

Course Syllabus 

The Lukeion Project  www.lukeion.org 

Amy E. Barr, instructor  amy@lukeion.org 

Class web page: 

We will explore the literature of the ancient Greek and Roman world.  We will discuss more ancient tales 

of Greek heroes (remembering Achilles, Hector and Odysseus as we go).  We will read the two most 

important epics in ancient Roman literature:  Virgil's Aeneid and Ovid's Metamorphoses (selections).   

This course will be illustrated with artist’s interpretation and allegory through the centuries.  The visual 

aspect, together with tremendous literature, will enrich your reading and travels.  Understanding 

pervasive mythological themes in all great western literature and art will stick with you for the rest of 

your life.   You will enjoy any visit to a good museum 200% better after this course. 

In this course, you will master note taking, organization, scheduling and research writing.   Just like in 

college, I will not chase you to complete course requirements.  If you fail to submit an assignment, I will 

quietly record a zero in my grade book.  I strongly encourage you to contact me for clarification on 

assignments as needed.  Good communication with your instructor is the hallmark of all “A” students. 

**The Greeks portrayed male heroes in the nude.  I will be selective and never show anything 

intentionally obscene, but I will not use “fig leaves” either so be forewarned. 

Course Expectations 

Students in Mythology Beta will complete the following: 

 Weekly reading assignments 

 In-class response questions to stimulate thought and at-home discussion 

 Online quizzes, midterm and final exam (2-3 essay responses and multiple choice type 
questions) 

 1 8-10 page research paper 

  

Course Policies 

With over 70 students in multiple semester courses, it is necessary that we have a number of policies in 

place to insure that everything runs smoothly for all involved.  The following policies will take care of 

most problems that arise during the semester.  Please be aware of the following since they apply to you. 
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Important Announcements 

The classroom is where I will make important announcements about schedule or assignment changes.  

Arrive on time.  Announcements are always made at the start of class.  You are responsible to know and 

act upon any information announced in class.  If you are late or if you are not listening, you are still 

responsible for knowing about changes.  In general, I try to post updates to our class page as a courtesy. 

Email Distribution List  

Each semester I create an email distribution list for this course.  I include your email and that of your 

parent if applicable.  I will send emails and announcements throughout the semester.  If you change 

your email address or believe you are not receiving emails even though you shoud, it is your 

responsibility to let me know there is a problem that must be fixed. 

Contact your Instructor 

Students may reach me any time by email:  amy@lukeion.org.  Please do not call.  If I am at my desk, I 

get notifications that I have email.  Calls interrupt other classes live in session.  Emails provide a written 

record of our discussion. 

Check your class web page   

This page is where you log in to quizzes, play review games, follow reading links, pick up hand-outs and 

more.  If you do not understand an assignment or due date, it is entirely up to you to find the answer.  

You may email me at any time.   

Problems with your connection in class  

From time to time, every student will experience a periodic sound drop in class.  Regular sound drops 

are not normal and must be remedied by you.  There is an error in your equipment or software.  Old 

modems (more than a year old), slow internet, or lots of downloads/cable use during class or even an 

unsecure wireless connection can be the culprit.  As a courtesy we will provide recordings of the class 

from time to time but cannot be asked to distribute recordings for the entire semester for persistent 

sound problems.  We can try to offer advice or give you a support number but sound problems at your 

end must be resolved nevertheless. 

Submitting work in this course 

All quizzes and exams are hosted on your class web page by www.quia.com.  Though the quizzes are 

hosted by a computer, I grade the essays and short responses myself.  Your quiz grades are not finalized 

until I have graded the quizzes and sent an email to you.  I will not generally have time to complete 

grading any assignment for at least 7 days after the deadline passes.  If you believe you have found an 

error in any quiz, politely let me know by email. 
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Please be aware of the following facts about submitting work in Quia: 

 You may enter quizzes only once.  Do not begin the quiz unless you are prepared to complete it. 

 Quia will prohibit you from entering a second time.  If you lose your connection to Quia, you 
must contact me by email immediately.  If you do not do so, I will not offer you an opportunity 
to retake the quiz.    

 Quia closes precisely at the time announced:  begin well ahead of the deadline. 

 Quia exams are timed. 

 You must submit your correct username and password to get credit for quizzes.     

Course Paper 

Submit papers my email address attached as a separate file (format is a portion of the grade).  I prefer 

that papers be submitted in a .doc, .docx or.pdf format; .dat or .txt are not acceptable forms.   I will post 

very specific guidelines about the format of this research paper on your class web page. 

Your assignment has not been submitted until you receive a confirmation response from me by email.  

"Lost in cyberspace" is not an acceptable excuse for late or missing assignments.  There will be a 1-point 

deduction from your final paper grade for every hour your assignment is late.  

Integrity:  

All exams are "closed book."  If you register for this course, you agree to and will participate in the honor 

system.  By submitting work, you tacitly agree that all the work you submit is your own and that you 

have not given yourself any unfair advantage.  Plagiarism or cheating will result in a failing grade.  

Absences and Recordings:  

Students must complete work on time or arrange to do so prior to a planned absence.  If there is a 

medical emergency, I must receive a note from a parent.  Work must be made up as soon as possible. 

I take attendance and keep track of absences and lateness.  An excess of either will reduce your grade.  I 

take attendance at the start of class, do not be surprised if “late” is recorded as “absent.”  Please do not 

be late.  If you have an emergency or serious technical problem, you may request a recording. 

All recordings must be requested by email after the missed class meets.   I will not accept advance 

requests or in-class requests.  Recordings are deleted ONE week after the event.  If you fail to view the 

recording in a timely manner, get notes from a classmate.  Recordings are a courtesy and are not 

guaranteed. Each request requires several minutes work for your instructor.  Be considerate when 

requesting a recording. 

Instructor Absence:  

In the event of illness or an emergency on my part, I will make a reasonable attempt at making up the 

missed class session, usually by distributing a recording of the session at the first possible opportunity.   

http://www.lukeion.org/
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Mythology in Classical Literature Beta Course Schedule:   
This schedule is subject to change if necessary.  Changes will be announced in class. 

Week Topic 
Reading Assignment (go to your class 
web page for handouts) 

Due by 5 pm ET 
Friday after the 
class date 

1 1/29 Overview of Greek & Roman Gods Assignment on Handout  

2 2/5 Roman Gods, Myth and Religion Assignment on Handout Quiz #1 

3 2/12 From Troy to Carthage Virgil's Aeneid   books 1-4 Submit paper topic 

4 2/19 Aeneas lands in Italy Virgil's Aeneid   books 5-8  

5 2/26 The Roman race is foretold Virgil's Aeneid   books 9-12 Quiz #2 

6 3/5 Heracles Assignment on Handout  

7 3/12 Perseus (and Bellerophon) Assignment on Handout Quiz #3 

8 3/19 Jason and the Argonauts Assignment on Handout  

9 3/26 Theseus Assignment on Handout Quiz #4 

10 4/2 A Woman Scorned Euripides' Medea  

12 4/9 The Best Worst Case Scenario Sophocles' Oedipus the King Quiz #5 

13 4/16 Spring Break:  no class meeting this weekðcatch some sun and exercise! 

  Ovid's Metamorphoses   books 1-5 

Apollo and Daphne (33-38), Phaethon (46-
64); Cadmus founds Thebes (91-95); 
Actaeon and Diana (95-100); Pyramus and 
Thisbe (125-130); Perseus (148-156) 

Paper Due 4/24 

14 4/30 Ovid's Metamorphoses   books  6-10 

Proserpina (174-181); Arachne & Niobe 
189-202); Medea's stories  (223-242), 
Ariadne (269-270);  Daedalus and Icarus 
(270-273); Baucis and Philemon (288-
293); Hercules (303-315) 

Quiz #6 

15 5/7 Ovid's Metamorphoses   books 11-15 

Orpheus and Eurydice (341-344); 
Pygmalion (350-352); Atalanta and 
Hippomenes (361-365); Midas (372-377); 
Stories about the Iliad (407-416); The 
Lapiths and the Centaurs (416-430); Acis 
and Galatea (468-475) 

 

16 5/8-5/12 Final Exam   

  
No classes meet:  final exam available online from 8 am on May 8 through 5 pm ET on May 12.  
There can be absolutely no extensionsðI will be in Greece! 

 

last modified January 23, 2009 

http://www.lukeion.org/

